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SAGE tour: SAGE Japan tour
Tour dates: 26 March - 02 April 2017
Duration: 7 nights
Tour location: Tokyo
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People over the age of 65 make up a quarter of Japan’s 
population, and this demographic will only continue to 
grow rapidly: seniors are on track to reach 40 per cent 
in the coming years. As the Baby Boomer generation 
reaches retirement age, nations around the world are 
forced to contend with how to address the challenges 
created for the government and economy. How does 
Japan, a nation always at the forefront of technology 
and innovation both in theory and practice, address this 
pressing and universal issue?

Japan has begun to tackle the problem with a broad 
range of inventive programs, methods, and practices 
that comprise everything from more traditional 
comprehensive long-term-care insurance to cutting-
edge robotics. Indeed, many would say that robotics are 
the future of elderly care, both in Japan and abroad.

As part of the cultural immersion of this 
tour, participants will visit Japan during 
the Hanami season, the famous period 
in the spring in which cherry blossoms 
are in bloom across the country. This 
ancient custom of "flower viewing," 
as it translates, is still observed today, 
and tour participants will have the 
opportunity to witness this national 
treasure for themselves.

SAGE tour: SAGE Japan tour
Tour dates: 26 March - 02 April 2017
Duration: 7 nights
Tour location: Tokyo

While robots have long been used in industrial settings, 
Japanese researchers have pushed the envelope of what 
technology is capable of, where it can be applied, and 
who it can help. Indeed, world-renowned Japanese 
engineers and scientists have been working to develop 
robot suits that help rehabilitation and fully functional 
humanoid robots.

This unique tour will examine pioneering examples, 
sites, and conceptual approaches in the burgeoning 
field of elderly care in a nation known for its forward-
thinking treatment of the elderly. Participants will 
engage at an executive level with Japanese senior 
managers, local government representatives, and top 
industry associations. This tour is aimed at CEOs, 
senior executives, and facility managers looking to gain 
fresh insights into care delivery for their organisations. 
Attendees will come away from the study tour with a 
strong understanding of the financial, technical, and 
cultural aspects that place Japan ahead any other nation 
in elderly care.

SAGE Japan tour
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Day 1 
Sunday 26 March 2017: Delegates arrive in Tokyo

Welcome & Introduction

Note: 

Preliminary itinerary, subject to change. 
Full program will be provided to 
registered delegates.

Day 2
Monday 27 March 2017: Full Day SAGE Program

Focus: Overview of the Japanese elderly 
care system, financing

• How does a nation with such a huge retiring 
population make the financials work? How do 
companies generate revenue in robotics and still 
research, experiment, and provide excellent care 
for their patients? We’ll unpack these critical issues 
as a way to frame the rest of our trip and better 
understand Japan’s inventive attitude towards taking 
care of their aging population.

SAGE group dinner

Day 3
Tuesday 28 March 2017: Full Day SAGE Program

Focus: Assistive technology & robotics

• Change your understanding of what robots and 
technology are capable of. We’ll be looking at 
different methods and ways that Japan uses assistive 
technology, HAL, and rehabilitation in the care of 
Japan’s aging population.

Day 4 
Wednesday 29 March 2017: Half day SAGE Program 

Focus: research in robotics

• See robots in action at elderly care facilities! This 
day will combine what we have been learning and 
observing about Japan’s innovative approach to elderly 
care and put it into practice before our eyes. We’ll 
visit care facilities that use robots and get an eye 
witness account of how they interact with patients.

Free Afternoon

Itinerary
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Day 5 
Thursday 30 March 2017: Full Day SAGE Program

Focus: Dementia 

• Caring for patients with dementia is one of the 
most difficult challenges that caregivers face, but 
these challenges can be specifically addressed with 
pioneering methods. Learn about PALRO, the 
advanced interactive robot developed in Japan, that 
has extraordinary documented benefits when used 
with patients.

Day 6 
Friday 31 March 2017: Full Day SAGE Program

Focus: Design of elderly care facilities

• Discover how Japan is not only at the forefront of the 
technical aspects of elderly care, but the physical and 
architectural elements as well. We’ll explore some of 
Japan’s most notable architectural designs of elderly 
care facilities and learn about the conceptual designs 
behind these facilities.

• Farewell SAGE Group dinner

Day 7
Saturday 01 April 2017: Full Day SAGE  
group sightseeing

• Lunch in Japanese traditional restaurant

Day 8 
Sunday 02 April 2017 

• Delegates make their own way home
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Professional Program

• Organisation, coordination, and transportation to 
and from all meetings and trips to local firms, site 
visits, and case studies (minimum of 8 visits)

• Professional, certified English-Japanese translator 
during the meetings

• SAGE Program Leader for trip duration for full 
cultural immersion

• Visa costs (not required on Australian passport) 

• International flights

• Meals other than listed

• Personal expenditure 

• Tips for personal activity

• Travel & cancellation insurance (required for tour). 

Meals

• 7 full breakfasts

• 5 lunches

• 1 lunch in a Japanese traditional restaurant 

• 1 introductory welcome dinner

• 1 gala dinner

Logistics

• Private airport transportation on arrival and 
departure – 1 delegate per car

• Private luxury coach for entire tour (includes free 
Wi-Fi access)

• All sightseeing activities listed in the attached 
program with a professional English speaking guide

Hotel

7 nights in a double bedroom (for single use) in 5* hotel - 
the Prince Sakura Tower Tokyo, Autograph Collection

• Chic, contemporary hotel owned by world- renowned 
Marriott Hotel organization

• Ideal, central location in Tokyo: 6-minute walk from 
Shinagawa train station, 4 km from Tokyo Tower and 
7 km from the Tsukiji Market

• Rooms feature free Wi-Fi, flat-screen TVs, mini-
fridges, and tea and coffee making facilities

Inclusions

Exclusions
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**  Please note if the tour attracts 12 or more delegates the advertised price will reduce by $800 per delegate

Costs

Payment schedule including 
conditions & cancellations

Minimum 10 Delegates Advertised  
SAGE Alumni

Advertised 
early bird till 
15/12/2016

Advertised after 
15/12/2016

10-11 Delegates:

Delegate Single Rate PP (based on 10-11) $13,480 $13,600 $13,850

Delegate Twin share rate $12,150 $12,350 $12,550

Delegate Partner rate $3,660 $3,660 $3,660

Payment Type Amount Due Date

Deposit $2,000.00 With registration

2nd Payment $5,000.00 By 15 Dec 16

Final Payment Balance By 19 Jan 17

Notes

• All payments are non-refundable unless  
trip cancelled

• No bookings are held and hotels/venues subject  
to change until booked

• Travel insurance cover compulsory

Cancellation fee

• All payments are non-refundable once paid unless 
trip is cancelled.

• However, if cancellation is made a refund may be 
considered if a replacement delegate is found.

Terms & conditions of travel

• • Tour will not be run unless a minimum of 10 
delegates register.

• • Terms and conditions signed as a commitment to 
make payments as per listed payment schedule.

• • If less than this number register this tour program 
will not be offered.

• • It is compulsory for all delegates to have travel 
insurance.

• • Maximum number of delegates is 15
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Important note

Prices are based on tariffs and airfares current at November 2016. In this 
time of escalating prices and economic instability, it is impossible to predict 
accurately fluctuations in exchange rates or increases to cost elements of 
tours. Unfortunately SAGE does not have control of airfares, fuel, airport 
and airlines taxes and surcharges, hotel rates and other service provider 
tariffs. In the event of such fluctuations or increases affecting the prices 
which SAGE pay for transportation, hotel accommodation and other 
services, we reserve the right to adjust our prices as may be necessary at any 
time up to and including the day that final payment is made. We will do all 
in our power to avoid this however at times it will be completely out of our 
control. SAGE delegates will always be kept informed of potential rises or 
any changes in SAGE tour advertised process.
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